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moderate action or temperate view. The first number was published on January gth, IQIO, and Mussolini was its editor, manager, chief reporter and copy-reader. " I write the paper/3 he said proudly, " and I do it with my pen, not with my scissors."
This four-page weekly mirrored his views on many divergent subjects. Patriotism, militarism, reformist Socialism, the U.S.A., religion, Freemasonry, parliamentary government and the virtues of political assassination and violence were all discussed. It is rather singular that shortly after the ' Marcia su Roma' the collection of the Lotta for the years when Mussolini was its editor was withdrawn from the Forli public library and deposited at Rome in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Later it was sent to Paris, but in the end regained by the Fascists who keep it under lock and key.
Besides being the editor of the Lotta, Mussolini was the leading officer and the principal orator of the Forli Socialist federation which involved an immense variety of duties. Although his salary was very modest, he never protested or complained about it.